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How to apply for a Licence
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Get the application form, the Code of
Standards and licence conditions
through the following channels:

download from AFCD's website at
www.pets.gov.hk; or

visit AFCD's office.

(Address: 5/F, Cheung Sha Wan
Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha
Wan Road, Kowloon)

Submit the completed application form

to AFCD through the following channels:

fax to 2311 3731; or
mail o AFCD: or
submit To AFCD's office in person.

Please enclose the following when you
submit the application form:

Sketch of the proposed business
premises

Photocopy of the applicant's Hong
Kong Identity Card

An officer of AFCD will process your
application in 10 days and make
arrangements fo inspect your premises.
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Enquiries

8 5% Telephone 1823
{SEFax 237 3731

B HEmail mailbox@afed.gov.hk
fA 1 \Website www.pets.gev.hk

#h 4l Address

It Is the license€'s responsibility to ensure that the
licensed premises meets the requirements (including
statutory requirements) of other governmert
departments and all statutory instruments (such as
the Deed of Mutual Covenant) relating to the
premises.

You must not conduct activity as an Animal Trader
until after the issue of the licence.

After being granted the licence, you must not make
any material alteration or modification o the primary
enclosures, housing facilities or outdoor areas (if any)
except with the permission of AFCD.

The licence is valid for 1 year from the date it is
granted. You may receive noftification from AFCD to
renew the licence about 2 months before the expiry
date. You must arrange renewal of the licence
accordingly.

For more information, including the current licence fee,
please visit www.pets.gov.hk.
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5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,
303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon
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Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
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The maximum penalty for
carrying on a business as an
Animal Trader without a
licence is $100,000.
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To safeguard animal welfare and animal and public health, the
Public Health (Animals and Birds) (Trading and Breeding)
Regulations (Cap. 1398) regulate the activities of Animal Traders.

IMEEREETOHEXENLHEDMABR/NA
(ENBRBHESCNEMKEMERNRNA) -
BIERBHIT @ MRWEEDESNEM
HERENABBTRRABMBRKTIIE -
HBEREZRR—MER (BRALERENER) -
An “Animal Trader” is a person who sells, or cffers to sell, animals
or birds, except those kept as pets, or the offspring thereof.
However, under the regulations, a person who sells a dog needs a
licence or permit whether or not it is kept as a pet — please see the
separate leaflet “Information about Selling a Dog”~ for further

information.
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This leaflet Is a summary and the detdlls glven are not \ - 4‘4
exhaustive. You should refer to the relevant documents for
the detdlled condltions which are legally binding on licensees.
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Selling means any exchange cor transfer of an animal in return for a consideration — typically the
consideration will be monetary, but any type of conslderation Is Included. For example, requiring the
buyer to purchase accessories or pet food in return for transfer of the animal also counts s
selling.
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If you are planning to engage in activities as an Animal Trader, you must obtain an ATL from the

Agriculture, Fisherles and Conservation Department (AFCD), otherwise you commit an offence
and are liable to a fine of up to $100,000 upon conviction under the regulations.
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Types of animals or birds allowed to be -
sold by a licensed Animal Trader: /S
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Cats, chinchillas, dogs (see the separate leaflet), domestic rabbits, domestic rats,
gerbils, guinea pigs, hamsters, lizards®, mice, snakes®, turtles and tortoises®,
all birds except chickens, ducks, geese, pigeons and turkeys.
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The species permitted fo be scld are restricted.
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An Animal Trader has a duty to ensure the good welfare of the animals under his or her care.
Licence conditlons and the Code of Standards apply to dll licensees and must be observed at dll

times. Failure to observe the licence conditions or the Code of Standards is liable to a fine of up to
$50,000 upon conviction under the regulations.
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Under the regulations, an ATL will only be issued or renewed to a person who is considered

“suitable’. A conviction for animal cruelty or serious breach of licence conditions may render a
person unsultable to hold a licence.
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What is in the Code of Standards?
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The Code of Standards sets out detailed
requirements for the licensed premises and care
of the animals, o ensure the good welfare of the
animals.

In brief, the Code of Standards sets out
reguirements for:

space requirements for the animals;
standards of the premises and enclosures;

protection of the animals from adverse
conditions;

lighting and ventilation;
hyglene and cleaning;
nutrition and animal health;
control of pests; and
record keeping.
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What is listed in the licence conditions?
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The licence conditions vary depending on the
species of animals or birds the licensee is
dllowed to sell. Here are some examples:

licensees must not sell animals suspected
to have disease;

cats for sale must be vaccinated by a
registered veterinary surgeon;
unweaned animals must not be sold;

all physical display of animals offered for

sale must be restricted fo the licensed
premises;

precautions shall be taken to prevent the
escape of animals;

dangerous reptiles such as venomous
snakes must not be sold.



