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What should | be aware of when my dog
receives a rabies vaccination?

NRME R EBEEMEY B BB BEIRATHEER
BEIMEREANEETIHME A EERE

If your dog has any history of allergic reactions to any drugs or vaccinations,
it is recommended that you bring your dog to a veterinary clinic for

assessment by a veterinarian before the rabies vaccination.
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If your dog has been ill and displaying symptoms such as vomiting and/or
diarrhoea in the past few days, you should consider taking your dog to
a veterinary clinic for a consultation and ask the veterinarian for advice on

whether your dog is suitable to receive the vaccination.
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Depending on individual dogs, some may develop allergic reactions to the
vaccination, but the chance of that is quite low. Symptoms that may appear
during the first few hours after the injection include vomiting, breathing
difficulty, generalised skin hypersensitivity (rash), facial swelling and/or
localised swelling at the injection site. If the above symptoms are noted,

you should take your dog to a veterinary clinic for treatment.
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It is S|mple to
prevent rabies
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303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon.

481 Website: www.pets.gov.hk
BEE Tel:1823

FAPHIEAR

Prevent Rabies
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What is rabies?
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Rabies is a serious viral disease in mammals. It is zoonotic which means it
can be transmitted to humans from other animals. Rabies has a long and
variable incubation period up to 6 months and the animal is only infectious
from the time shortly before clinical signs appear. It affects the brain and
nervous system and can lead to death. A large proportion of human rabies
cases are due to bites from infected dogs. It is almost invariably fatal if
post-exposure treatment is not given timely. It is therefore important to

prevent infection to protect the health of dogs and human.
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Rabies is a notifiable disease. If you suspect that your dog has contracted
rabies or has known contact with animals suspected of having rabies,
you should notify the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) immediately.
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How to prevent my dog from rabies?
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Rabies vaccination for your dog is highly effective in preventing the disease

and rabies is rare in vaccinated dogs.
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Cap. 421A Rabies Regulation — The keeper of a dog shall ensure that
the dog be vaccinated against rabies, licensed and microchipped at
the age of 5 months and thereafter re-vaccinated once every
3 years along with renewal of licence. A person who contravenes the
above commits an offence and is liable to a fine of $10,000. You can
complete the procedures at a veterinary clinic or AFCD Animal

Management Centre.
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Only obtain your dog from legal sources, for example, adopt from our

partnering Animal Welfare Organisations, or buy a dog from

a licensed animal trader, dog breeder (Category A or B) or one-off permit

holder.
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Avoid contact with wildlife or stray animals.
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Only import pets legally and those that are vaccinated properly.
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If you are planning to bring your pet animals from abroad back to Hong
Kong, make sure you contact the AFCD before bringing them back as the
animals are subject to importation requirements. 4-month quarantine is

required for importing from certain countries.




